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About the Nevada Indian 

Commission 
ÅEstablished in 1965 

ÅLiaison for the Governor to the 27 Tribes, Bands and 
Colonies 

ÅStatewide Responsibility 

Å2 Full-time Employees 

ïExecutive Director ï Appointed by the Governor 

ïAdministrative Assistant 

Å5 Member Board 

ï3 American Indian  

ï2 General Public 

ÅCabinet Appointment 

 

 



Indian Reservations and Colonies 

of Nevada 

 

ÅWashoe 

ÅPaiute 

(Northern 

and 

Southern) 

ÅWestern 

Shoshone 



Did You Know? 

 

There are 565 Tribes Nationwide 

ü1.9+ Million American Indians 

ü43,450,266.97 acres/tribal land  

 

27 Tribes, Bands and Colonies Located 

Throughout the State 

 



What Makes Us Unique? 

Å First People of this Nation 

Å Relationship between Federally-Recognized Tribes and the United 
States  

ïSovereign Status, i.e., Govôt-to-Govôt 

ïPrinciple is Grounded in the U.S. Constitution 

Å Obligation to Consult with Tribes Established by 

ïTreaties, Statutes, Executive Orders & Policies  

Å Federal Government has a Trust Responsibility to Protect Tribal 
Lands, Assets & Resources 

Å Land is Held in Trust on Behalf of Tribes and Individual Indians 

ïFederal income taxes are not levied on income from trust lands 

ïLocal property taxes are not paid on reservations or trust land 

 



Tribes are Sovereign Nations 

ÅEach Tribe has their own government 

 - Governing codes 

 - Governmental structure 

 - Determine their membership  

ÅTribal Councils  

- Governing body 

- Elected officials 

ÅTribal members are citizens of Nevada and 

Vote! 

 

 



Tribes are Sovereign Nations 

Å Tribes have Much of the Same Privileges and Limitations as States 

ïTribes or states can, within their jurisdiction 

ÅLevy taxes 

ÅCreate and enact laws within their authority 

ÅAuthorize expenditures, appropriate funds 

ÅNegotiate with federal, state and local governments 

ÅHold public office, serve in state legislatures, state judicial 

systems, county/city govôts and on local school boards 

ïTribes or states do not have the power to  

ÅMake war 

ÅEngage in foreign relations 

ÅPrint and issue currency 

 



Tribes are Sovereign Nations 

ÅTribes have the Right to Form Their Own 

Governments 

ÅTribes Make and Enforce Laws, Both Civil and 

Criminal 

ÅTribes have the Right to Establish & Determine 

their Own Membership 

ÅTribes can License and Regulate Activities 

Within their Jurisdiction & Independent from 

State Control, Including Zoning and Excluding 

Individuals from Tribal Lands 

 



State-Tribal Relations 

ÁTribal Legislative Training 

Day ï January 13, 2011 

ÁTribal Day at the 

Legislature 

ÁBreakfast with the 

Governor ï March 31, 2011 

ÁNIC Budget moved to 

Department of Tourism and 

Cultural Affairs 

ÁGovernorôs Tour of Tribal 

Lands 

ÁAppointment to Cabinet 

 



Tribes Can be Tourism Partners 

ÅIndian Country in 

Nevada is an 

untapped resource 

 - NM, AZ, SD, AK, MT 

ÅAdded value to the 

rural experience 

ÅAdded value to the 

Nevada experience 

 



Tourism 

Á Jul/Aug Indian 

Territory Issue of 

Nevada Magazine 

Á Grand Opening 

Reception for 

American Indian 

Exhibit at Reno-Tahoe 

International Airport 

Á Nevada Tribal Tourism 

Conference ï April 3-

4, 2012 in Elko, NV 

 


